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Lime kilns burned continually in late 1800 s 


As one drives west out of Kewaunee 
on County Highway C, one passes 
through a small community named 
Footbridge. As you pass through you’ll 
notice that the few houses on the south 
side of the road are almost identical. 

They are what is left of a company 
town, the only one in Kewaunee Coun¬ 
ty. 

Beyond the next intersection with 
County Highway F is Bruemmer Park, 
operated by Kewaunee County. Inside 
is what is left of what was once a large 
operation known as lime kilns. 

When the early settlers came to this 
area in the 1850’s they noticed outcrop¬ 
pings of limestone rock towering above 
the river bottom. This rock could be 
plied loose and used in the construc¬ 
tion of buildings, foundations, bridge 
abutments and sidewalks. 

It was the days before Portland 
cement. A process had been developed 
in which the stone could be kilned ren¬ 
dering it usable as mortar for brick and 
stone buildings as well as for plastering 
the interior walls of buildings. 

Thus it was an object of great com¬ 
mercial use. The first kilns were erect¬ 
ed by Seth Moore family. After a crude 
pot-style kiln was constructed to bum 
the lime, two square shaft kilns of lime¬ 
stone were erected which towered into 
the sky. These kilns had a continuous 
schedule and were maintained by work¬ 
ers on 12-hour shifts. 

To keep the kilns constantly filled, 
workers drilled with a sledge hammer 
and a star-faced drill. Using a combina¬ 
tion of black powder and dynamite, the 
stone was blasted loose and then piled 
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into horse-drawn carts which conveyed 
it to the kilns. 

At this point the carts would be 
towed by a winch on a trestle to the 
top of the kiln where the stone was dis¬ 
charged into the maw of the kiln. The 
stone moved in stages toward the bot¬ 
tom as the temperature increased and 
the stone was reduced to lime. 

It was a round-the-clock operation 
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Lime kilns: Limestone was brought to these kilns in Footbridge to 
be kilned. The process rendered the stone usable as mortar for brick 
and stone buildings as well as for plastering the interior walls of 
buildings. 


that required constant supervision. 

When the lime was ready, it was 
removed from the bottom of the kiln 
and allowed to cool several days before 
it was either loaded into barrels or box¬ 
cars for shipment to market. 

The Nast Family bought the op¬ 
eration from the Moore Family in 1902 
and operated the kilns until 1920, when 
it was sold to Western Cement and 
Lime, which consolidated the kilning 
operation to their existing plant in 
Rockwood in Manitowoc County. 

The new owners intended to crush 
the stone from the Footbridge opera¬ 


tion and market it as agricultural lime, 
but found it was not suitable for this. 

What was once a thriving industry 
became a victim to a newer technology. 

In 1928 the land was transferred to 
Kewaunee County and thus Bruemmer 
Park came into being. 

Some of these buildings are still 
standing in the park and four of the 
company houses are still there on the 
south side of county highway, just east 
of the park entrance. 

(Submitted by Gerald Abitz, Kewaunee 
County Historical Society) 



